
Excerpts from Great Speeches Name_______________________________

Directions: Annotate these excerpts, especially noting the figures of speech  and persuasive appeals used by the speakers.

Excerpt from John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address
(delivered 20 January 1961)

We observe today not a victory of party, but a celebration of freedom -- symbolizing an end, as well as a beginning --

signifying renewal, as well as change. For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forebears

prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters ago.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms of human poverty and all

forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at issue around the

globe -- the belief that the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of God.

…Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer not a pledge but a request: that both sides

begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned

or accidental self-destruction.

And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.

My fellow citizens of the world, ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of
man.

Excerpt from Martin Luther King’s Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Address
(delivered 10 December 1964, Oslo, Norway)

I accept this award today with an abiding faith in America and an audacious faith in the future of mankind.

I refuse to accept despair as the final response to the ambiguities of history. I refuse to accept the idea that the "isness" of

man's present nature makes him morally incapable of reaching up for the eternal "oughtness" that forever confronts him. I

refuse to accept the idea that man is mere flotsam and jetsam in the river of life, unable to influence the unfolding events

which surround him. I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and

war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality. I refuse to accept the cynical notion that

nation after nation must spiral down a militaristic stairway into the hell of nuclear annihilation.

I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. This is why right temporarily

defeated is stronger than evil triumphant. I believe that even amid today's mortar bursts and whining bullets, there is

still hope for a brighter tomorrow. I believe that wounded justice, lying prostrate on the blood-flowing streets of our

nations, can be lifted from this dust of shame to reign supreme among the children of men. I have the audacity to

believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds,

and dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits. I believe that what self-centered men have torn down men other-

centered can build up. I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the altars of God and be crowned

triumphant over war and bloodshed, and nonviolent redemptive goodwill proclaimed the rule of the land. And the

lion and the lamb shall lie down together and "every man shall sit under his own vine and fig tree and none shall be

afraid." I still believe that we shall overcome.



Excerpt from Barack Obama’s Inaugural Address  (delivered 20 January 2009)
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/barackobama/barackobamainauguraladdress.htm
Watch/listen to this speech at the above link. This is the end of the speech, starting about 13.5 minutes into it.

…As we consider the road that unfolds before us, we remember with humble gratitude those brave Americans who,

at this very hour, patrol far-off deserts and distant mountains. They have something to tell us, just as the fallen

heroes who lie in Arlington whisper through the ages. We honor them not only because they are guardians of our

liberty, but because they embody the spirit of service; a willingness to find meaning in something greater than

themselves. And yet, at this moment - a moment that will define a generation - it is precisely this spirit that must

inhabit us all.

For as much as government can do and must do, it is ultimately the faith and determination of the American people

upon which this nation relies. It is the kindness to take in a stranger when the levees break, the selflessness of

workers who would rather cut their hours than see a friend lose their job which sees us through our darkest hours. It

is the firefighter's courage to storm a stairway filled with smoke, but also a parent's willingness to nurture a child,

that finally decides our fate.

Our challenges may be new. The instruments with which we meet them may be new. But those values upon which

our success depends -  honesty and hard work, courage and fair play, tolerance and curiosity, loyalty and patriotism -

these things are old. These things are true. They have been the quiet force of progress throughout our history. What

is demanded then is a return to these truths. What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility - a recognition,

on the part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, duties that we do not

grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so

defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult task.

This is the price and the promise of citizenship.

This is the source of our confidence - the knowledge that God calls on us to shape an uncertain destiny.

This is the meaning of our liberty and our creed - why men and women and children of every race and every faith

can join in celebration across this magnificent Mall, and why a man whose father less than sixty years ago might not

have been served at a local restaurant can now stand before you to take a most sacred oath.

So let us mark this day with remembrance, of who we are and how far we have traveled. In the year of America's

birth, in the coldest of months, a small band of patriots huddled by dying campfires on the shores of an icy river. The

capital was abandoned. The enemy was advancing. The snow was stained with blood. At a moment when the

outcome of our revolution was most in doubt, the father of our nation ordered these words be read to the people:

"Let it be told to the future world ... that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive...that
the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet (it)."

America, in the face of our common dangers, in this winter of our hardship, let us remember these timeless words.

With hope and virtue, let us brave once more the icy currents, and endure what storms may come. Let it be said by

our children's children that when we were tested we refused to let this journey end, that we did not turn back nor did

we falter; and with eyes fixed on the horizon and God's grace upon us, we carried forth that great gift of freedom

and delivered it safely to future generations.


